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March 2018 


Dear WBA Member: 


Thank you for requesting this Reading Raises Interest Kit from the Wisconsin Bankers Foundation 
(WBF)! We hope that you will find the book, lesson plan, and other resources useful for your 
financial education presentations for National Teach Children to Save Day on April 20, 2018 and 
beyond.  


This year’s featured book is A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams. In the story, a little girl and 
her family save money in a jar to buy a chair after their furniture is destroyed in a fire, 
demonstrating strategies for saving along the way.  


Visit www.wisbank.com/ReadingRaisesInterestKits to download 
these kit materials: 


• A lesson plan appropriate for students in Grades 1-3
• A How to Participate guide
• A sample press release
• A sample letter to the school, explaining the Reading Raises Interest program
• A list of recommended books as alternatives for different age groups
• Links to whiteboard and video resources for use in classrooms with your presentation


*New this year
• A handout for students to take home, customizable with your bank's name and logo


*New this year
• Follow-up survey. Make next year's kit even better by reviewing the kit on MyMazuma.com!


Year after year, Wisconsin bankers are recognized as national leaders in Teach Children to Save Day 
participation and financial literacy efforts in general. The Wisconsin Bankers Foundation is proud 
of your outstanding efforts and will continue to support and recognize them through the Excellence 
in Financial Education awards each year.  


Please help keep these kits free with a tax-deductible donation to the 
Foundation! 


For more information, visit www.wisbank.com or contact WBF Executive Director Mike Semmann at 
608-441-1206 or msemmann@wisbank.com.


Sincerely, 


Amber Seitz 
WBA Operations Manager & Senior Writer 
WBF Financial Literacy Manager 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w-kL1wOEk7E

https://www.stlouisfed.org/~/media/Education/Lessons/notebook/A-Chair-for-My-Mother.notebook?la=en

https://www.stlouisfed.org/~/media/Education/Lessons/flipchart/A-Chair-for-My-Mother.flipchart?la=en

https://www.wisbank.com/media/552464/7_takehome_handout_2018.doc
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                    DATE 
For more information, 
Contact NAME 
PHONE NUMBER 
 


BANK NAME Brings Financial Literacy to Kids Through Reading 
Bankers teach children valuable money skills by reading together 


 
CITY, Wis. – With Americans spending more and saving less, young people often don’t learn 
valuable personal finance skills that will benefit them throughout life. 
 
Together, educators, bankers and parents can help children build good financial habits from an 
early age. That’s why BANK is participating in the annual National Teach Children to Save Day 
campaign on April 20. 
 
Volunteers from BANK have found a way to teach kids about saving that provides instant 
gratification – and can be continued at home. Using a Wisconsin Bankers Foundation program called 
Reading Raises Interest, bank staff will read age-appropriate books with a message about money or 
saving to students at area schools. 
 
This year’s featured book is A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams. In the story, a little girl and 
her family save money in a jar to buy a chair after their furniture is destroyed in a fire, 
demonstrating strategies for saving along the way. The book can also be a good starting point for 
conversations about money between children and their parents. 
 
“Although parents may initially feel uncomfortable talking with their children about money, it’s a 
topic that can’t be overlooked,” said BANK President NAME. “The discussion can begin with 
something as simple as wants vs. needs,” HE/SHE said. 
 
In addition to reading books to their children about money, parents can involve kids in spending 
decisions, encourage them to save part of an allowance, and explain the family’s finances in general 
terms. 
 
(OPTIONAL) To encourage students and parents to read more, BANK will donate copies of BOOK 
TITLE by BOOK AUTHOR to LIBRARY or CLASS. Throughout the month of April, BANK, ADDRESS, 
will also provide a free list of recommended children’s books to parents and bookmarks to children. 
 
National Teach Children to Save Day is an initiative sponsored by the Wisconsin Bankers 
Foundation and the American Bankers Association Education Foundation. Last year, bankers from 
over 40 institutions reached out to their community to make Teach Children to Save Day 
presentations. Together, these bankers reported over 400 presentations to nearly 23,000 students. 
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[YOUR LOGO HERE] 


 


Today was an exciting day for your child! During a special presentation from [BANK NAME] the class learned 
about saving money and earning income. We read the book A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams. In the 
story, a little girl and her family save money in a jar to buy a chair after their furniture is destroyed in a fire, 
demonstrating strategies for saving along the way. We discussed the story and learned key terms like human 
resources, income, saving, and wages. Then, everyone drew their savings goal on a sheet of paper. Your child 
may want to keep this goal near his or her piggy bank or on a jar so they can watch their savings grow! 


 
Learning at Home 


 
You can reinforce today’s lesson by asking your child the questions below: 


 
1. Human resources are the quantity and quality of human effort directed toward producing goods 
and services. Human resources are also known as labor. Who are the human resources in the story? 
Mama and Rosa are human resources. They both worked at the Blue Tile Diner. 
 
2. Why did Mama come home with the biggest jar she could find at the diner? 
The jar was used to collect change from tips at the diner. Mama wanted Rosa and Grandma to help her start 
saving to buy a comfortable chair. 
 
3. Income is payment people earn for the work they do. Tips are a part of a server’s income. Did 
Rosa have an income when she helped Mama at the restaurant? 
Yes. Josephine, Mama’s boss, paid Rosa when she helped at the restaurant. 
 
4. Saving is keeping some income to buy things in the future. How did Rosa, Mama, and Grandma 
save their money? 
They put their money in a giant jar. 
 
5. Where else could Rosa, Mama, and Grandma keep their savings? 
In an account at a bank or credit union. *Note: Banks are a safe place to keep savings because the money is 
protected from loss (up to $250,000 per account). Also, banks pay interest on savings, so you can reach a 
savings goal a little bit faster. 
 
6. A savings goal is a good or service that you want to buy in the future. What was Rosa’s savings 
goal?  
Rosa’s savings goal was to buy a comfortable chair.  
 
7. Do you save money in a piggy bank or jar? When the piggy bank or jar is full, where else could you 
keep your money? 
In an account at a bank. 
 
8. Do you have a savings goal? If so, what is it? 
Answers will vary. 
 


If you have any questions about today’s activities, please don’t hesitate to reach out. You can contact me at 
[YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION]. 


 
Sincerely, 
 
 
[YOUR NAME] 
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Sample Letter 
to Schools or 


Community Groups 


 


 


 


 


 


 


This sample letter may be retyped on your bank’s letterhead with the necessary information filled in.  
Feel free to customize the letter to meet your individual needs. 
 
DATE 
 
NAME 
BANK NAME 
BANK ADDRESS 
CITY, ST XXXXX 


Dear CONTACT  NAME: 


Students today face tough financial decisions about college loans, credit cards and other challenges, 
so it’s more important than ever for young people to learn personal finance skills that will benefit 
them throughout life. 


Together, educators and bankers can help students build good financial habits from an early age.  


That’s why BANK is participating in the annual National Teach Children to Save Day campaign on 
April 20. 


We’ve made learning about money fun with Reading Raises Interest, a program designed to teach 
kids about personal finance through reading. 


BANK volunteers are available to read an age-appropriate book – or conduct a presentation – about 
saving that includes relevant discussion questions, activities, and time to answer students’ 
questions. I’ve enclosed a copy of the lesson plan and a list of recommended financial education 
books for your information. 


These presentations are typically 30 to 45 minutes long and can be tailored to meet your curriculum 
requirements. Our volunteers are available DATES, TIMES. 


National Teach Children to Save Day is an initiative sponsored by the Wisconsin Bankers 
Foundation and the American Bankers Association Education Foundation. Last year, bankers from 
over 40 institutions reached out to their community to make Teach Children to Save Day 
presentations. Together, these bankers reported over 400 presentations to nearly 23,000 students. 


To schedule a presentation, you may reach me at PHONE NUMBER or email 
EMAIL@ADDRESS.COM.  


I look forward to working with you. 


Sincerely, 


NAME 


TITLE 



mailto:EMAIL@ADDRESS.COM



		DATE
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The list below is just a sampling of the many books that introduce children to the basic concepts of money, saving, 
budgeting, earning, borrowing, investing and more. Prices listed are for the least expensive edition of each book 
and are subject to change. Age guidelines are established by the publishers. 
 
Ages 4 to 8 
 
Alexander, Who Used to Be Rich Last Sunday by Judith Viorst (Aladdin, $6.99). Alexander’s 
grandparents give him a dollar, but by the end of the day all he has left in his pockets are bus tokens 
in this introduction to money and finance. 
 
Arthur’s Funny Money by Lillian Hoban (HarperTrophy, $3.99). When Violet the Monkey has a 
numbers problem and Arthur is penniless, they go into business and solve both problems. 
 
Bank Tellers (Community Workers) by Robert B. Noyed and Cynthia Fitterer Klingel (Compass 
Point Books, $14.46). Young readers learn what happens at a bank and the work that bank 
employees do. 
 
The Berenstain Bears’ Dollars and Sense by Stan and Jan Berenstain (Random House, $3.99). 
When Brother and Sister Bear don’t know how to manage their allowances, Mama comes up with a 
terrific idea to help them learn the value of money and how to save it – a checkbook. A set of tear-
out checks is included in  
the book. 
 
The Berenstain Bears Get the Gimmies by Stan and Jan Berenstain (Random House, $3.25). 
Brother and Sister Bear want everything in sight, and they throw tantrums when they don’t get 
what they want. Wisely Mama and Papa deal with this childhood malady by teaching the cubs about 
the family budget and the importance of appreciating all that they have already. 
 
The Berenstain Bears’ Trouble With Money by Stan and Jan Berenstain (Random House, $3.25). 
To earn coins for the Astro Bear video game, Brother and Sister Bear find ways to work for money. 
How they find the middle ground between being spendthrifts and little misers makes for a funny, 
realistic story. 
 
Bunny Money by Rosemary Wells and Rachel Axler (Puffin Books $5.99). Ruby and Max want to 
buy Grandma birthday presents but unexpected events leave the pair with less and less money, 
giving readers a lesson in early math. 
 
Coin County: A Bank in a Book by Jim Talbot (Innovative Kids, $9.99). Rhyming verse leads 
children down the savings path through the Penny Candy Shop, the Five-and-Ten-Cents-Store, and 
Quarter Quarry. The journey ends at Dollar Roundup, where they discover the many ways coins add 
up to dollars. 
 
A Dollar for Penny by Julie Glass (Random House Books for Young Readers, $3.99). Penny starts 
the day selling lemonade for one cent, but soon is charging a nickel, a dime, a quarter, then fifty 
cents. She uses her profits – one dollar – to buy Mom a birthday card.  
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Ages 4 to 8  (continued) 
 
Follow the Money! by Loreen Leedy (Holiday House, $6.95). A new quarter named George narrates 
this book about his journey from the mint to the Federal Reserve to the local bank, grocery store, 
vending machine, piggy bank, storm drain, pockets and cash registers. Along the way, children learn 
math lessons and facts about money. 
 
The Go-Around Dollar by Barbara Johnston Adams (Simon & Schuster, $11.53). Matt finds a dollar 
on his way home and buys shoelaces from Eric, who buys bubblegum. Jennifer gets the dollar in 
change at the store… and the dollar travels from person to person, teaching kids facts about 
currency along the way. 
 
If You Made a Million by David M. Schwartz (HarperTrophy, $6.99). Marvelosissimo the 
Mathematical Magician and his team feed fish, paint pots, transplant trees and baby -sit ogres to 
earn money. At the same time, they learn about currency, saving, paying off loans and more. 
 
Just a Piggy Bank by Gina and Mercer Mayer (Golden Books Publishing Co., $3.29). Little Critter 
learns the importance of saving money in this Mercer Mayer classic. 
 
Less Than Zero by Stuart J. Murphy (HarperTrophy, $4.99). While trying to save enough money to 
buy a new ice scooter, Perry the Penguin learns about managing his money and about negative 
numbers. 
 
Lucky the Golden Goose by John D. Wrenn (Red Truck Publishing, Inc., $9.95). A goose that gets 
tired of having Farmer Fred pluck his down feathers to sell comes up with a plan to make some 
money of his own. His plan teaches kids about saving, investing and compound interest. 
 
Money (DK Eyewitness Books) by Joe Cribb, Laura Buller (DK Children, $10.87). Full of pictures, 
this book covers the history of money, how coins and currency are made, forgeries and fakes, money 
and trade, checks, coin collections, foreign currency, a timeline of banking and more. 
 
Money Mama & the Three Little Pigs by Lori Mackey (P4K Publishing, $13.57). This simple, 
colorful book introduces children to the concepts of saving, giving and investing. 
 
Money Planner for Kids by Larry Burkett (Faith Kidz, $9.99). Kids learn about contentment by 
thinking about future purchases, comparison shopping, making a list, budgeting and more. 
 
Money Troubles by Bill Cosby (Cartwheel Books, $3.99). Little Bill wants to discover a comet, but 
first he needs to buy a $100 telescope. His three funny money-raising schemes teach him the value 
of money and charity. 
 
The Monster Money Book by Loreen Leedy (Holiday House, $6.95). A monsters’ club introduces 
children to concepts such as dues, allowance, earning money, profit, borrowing, investing, giving 
money away, spending for fun, saving, banks and checks. 
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Ages 4 to 8  (continued) 
 
My Rows and Piles of Coins by Tololwa M. Mollel (Clarion Books, $10.20,). A Tanzanian boy saves 
coins to buy a bicycle so he can help his parents carry goods to market. But in spite of all he has 
saved, he does not have enough money. What he decides to do with his savings teaches children 
about the power of giving. 
 
Pigs Will Be Pigs: Fun With Math and Money by Amy Axelrod (Aladdin, $6.99). The Pig family’s 
refrigerator is bare, so they decide to eat out. What do they do for cash? Instead of stopping by the 
ATM, they start looking through drawers, under beds and in pockets, finding a grand total of $34.67 
– enough for dinner for a family of four. 
 
Rock, Brock and the Savings Shock by Sheila Bair (Albert Whitman & Company, $12.44). Twin 
brothers are very different, especially in the way they deal with money: Rock is a spender and Brock 
is a saver. Their grandfather hires them to do chores and then encourages them to save by matching 
the total amount of money that they have accumulated from their pay each week. Brock manages to 
amass $512 in 10 weeks, while Rock spends his money as soon as he earns it. Ultimately, Brock uses 
his proceeds to buy a fancy telescope and some gifts for family members, generously putting his 
remaining $50 dollars into a joint savings account that he shares with his brother. Evidently Rock 
learned his lesson as the tale ends with the twins in their old age as millionaires. 
 
Round and Round the Money Goes: What Money Is and How We Use It by Melvin & Gilda Berger  
(Ideals Publications, $3.95). Children learn the development of money from its origins in the barter 
system to its modern usage as cash, checks, and credit cards. 
 
The Story of Money by Betsy C. Maestro (HarperTrophy, $7.99). Kids learn why a small piece of 
yellow metal is worth more than a big loaf of bread, and a little piece of green paper is worth more 
than either. 
 
Uncle Jed’s Barbershop by Margaree King Mitchell (Aladdin, $6.99). Despite segregation and the 
Great Depression, Sarah Jean’s Uncle Jed, the only black barber in the county, finally saves enough 
money to open his own business. 
 
Ages 8 to 12 
 
The Amazing Days of Abby Hayes: Have Wheels, Will Travel by Anne Mazer (Apple, $4.99). Abby 
is sick of using her sister’s old inline skates and wants to buy a new pair with purple wheels. But 
when she ends up spending the money she earns from odd jobs on other things, she has to rethink 
her plan. 
 
Double Fudge by Judy Blume (Puffin, $5.99). Fans of Superfudge and Fudge-a-Mania will welcome 
the return of seventh-grader Peter Hatcher and his brother, Fudge. This time they visit Washington, 
D.C., where money-obsessed Peter and his family tour the Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 
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Ages 8 to 12  (continued) 
 
Eyewitness: Money by Joe Cribb (DK CHILDREN, $15.99). Beautiful photographs help provide 
an overview of money, from the earliest times to present day. 
 
Lunch Money by Andrew Clements (Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing, $10.85). Greg 
Kenton has always had a natural talent for making money – despite the rivalry of his neighbor 
Maura Shaw. Then, just before sixth grade, Greg discovers that almost every kid at school has an 
extra quarter or two to spend every day. Multiply a few quarters by a few hundred kids and 
school suddenly looks like a piggy bank. 
 
Mom, Can You Buy Me This? By Kathryn Durham (Pen and Paper, $11.95). Ryan encounters Mr. 
Tax, Ms. Interest, Mr. Inflation, Ms. Brokerage and more after asking, “Mom, can you buy me 
this?” 
 
Money Hungry by Sharon G. Flake (Jump at the Sun, $5.99). Raspberry Hill has lived on the 
streets, sleeping in an abandoned car. At 13, she vows never to live like that again and becomes 
obsessed with earning and saving money. But when a $200 loan to a friend causes problems at 
home, she learns how to forgive and set limits. 
 
Money Sense for Kids! by Hollis Page Hartman (Barron’s Educational Series, Inc., $8.76). 
Amusing “case studies” and lively, engaging activities teach kids how to be smart consumers and 
wise investors. 
 
The Money Tree by Sarah Stewart (Farrar, Straus and Giroux, $6.95). Miss McGillicuddy is 
surprised to see a tree in her yard sprouting dollar bills and happy to let strangers pick the 
dollars off the branches. But when the tree is no longer there, she’s just as happy as before. 
 
Not for a Billion Gazillion Dollars by Paula Danzinger (Putnam Juvenile, $4.99). Matthew 
spends the summer before seventh grade trying to earn enough money to buy a coveted 
computer program.  
 
Opening a Bank Account by Stuart Schwartz (Capstone Press, $21.26). Opening checking and 
savings accounts, and what their purposes are, are described to help children understand the 
banking process. 
 
The Toothpaste Millionaire by Jean Merrill (Houghton Mifflin Co., $5.86). Sixth-grader Rufus 
Mayflower thinks he can make a gallon of toothpaste for the same price he’d pay for a tube. With 
a plan and help from his friends, he does that and more, making a million by eighth grade. 
 
The Totally Awesome Money Book for Kids (second edition) by Adriane C. Berg and Arthur 
Berg Bochner (Newmarket Press, $10.36). Written by a child and his mother, this book uses 
cartoons, drawings, quizzes, games, riddles, stories, and short chapters to teach the basics of 
saving, investing, borrowing, working, and taxes. 
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By requesting this kit from the Wisconsin Bankers Foundation (WBF), you've become one of the 
hundreds of Wisconsin bankers who provide financial education to children and adults in their 
communities each year with help from the WBF Bankers Promoting Financial Literacy program. 
 
The annual National Teach Children to Save Day is Friday, April 20, 2018. The American Bankers 
Association Education Foundation established the day to raise the public's awareness of the need 
for financial education and to increase bankers' participation in financial education across the 
nation. Wisconsin bankers are known for their high participation levels. In April 2017, bankers from 
over 40 institutions gave nearly 400 presentations and reached nearly 23,000 students. 
 
To encourage participation in Teach Children to Save Day, the Wisconsin Bankers Association 
created the Reading Raises Interest Kit in 2003. The program transferred to the Foundation in 2015. 
It's designed for bankers new to financial education and for those looking for an alternative to their 
traditional presentations. Although previous years' kits are no longer available, the lesson plans for 
each of the books can be found at www.wisbank.com/ReadingRaisesInterestKits, along with many 
other resources for volunteer bankers.  
 
Here are some tips to help you get started: 
 
1. Contact teachers. 


 Make the most of your bank staff’s connections with your local school districts and identify 
potential school administrators, principals, teachers, and other community members (scouts, 4-H or 
youth group leaders, for example) that might be interested in letting you speak with their class or 
group. 


 Customize the letter included in this kit to mail to your list of contacts. If possible, include an 
outline of your presentation, a sample of a handout you plan to use, or a copy of the list of 
recommended books and the lesson plan included in this kit. 


 If you have not worked with this school or group in the past, offer to set up a time to present 
your program in more detail. 


 Be flexible with your presentation dates and times. While the event is on April 20, Teach 
Children to Save Day presentations may be scheduled whenever is most convenient for the banker 
and the school or group. 


 
2. Plan your presentation. 


 Read the book and lesson plan included in this kit, or if it does not fit with your potential age 
group, choose another book from the list of recommended books included in this kit. Create your 
own list of questions or an activity to go with the book you choose. 


 Practice reading the story aloud and asking the questions to get an idea of how long your 
presentation will take. 


(continued) 



http://www.wisbank.com/ReadingRaisesInterestKits
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3. Take this program a step further. Here are some ideas: 
 Work with your community and/or school librarian to cross-promote the program.  
 Offer to donate books to your local library to create a “knowledge bank” for children to 


continue to read and learn. Or, give a copy of a particular book to each student in one classroom or 
grade. 


 Encourage your library or bookstore to set up displays of financial education books for 
children, teens, and their parents. 


 Host a story time session at a local library or bookstore. Invite your city’s mayor or another 
elected official, a TV news personality, or another well-known person to talk about the program and 
read a book to children. WBA can help by contacting a legislator from your area if you're interested 
in doing a presentation with an elected official. 


 Make copies of the recommended financial education books list included in this kit to 
distribute to and parents at your bank, libraries, and bookstores. 


 Give books to members of your children’s savings club. 
 Create a special promotion for children during April. Give students a coupon for a freebie 


(such as a book or a backpack) when they open a new account at your bank. 
 Create a display in your bank lobby to let customers know about Teach Children to Save Day. 


Draw a simple “template” on a sheet of paper with your bank’s name, the words “I’m a Saver,” a 
space for the child’s first name, and a boarder for their dollar designs. Hand out the sheets to 
children who visit the bank and provide a spot for them to draw and color, or have the kids bring 
them back to the bank. Designate an area to post the children’s creative ideas. 


 Make copies of the recommended books list and other lesson plans to give out to parents at 
the bank.  


(continued) 
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4. Promote your involvement. 


 Let other bank employees know what you’re doing and why. Make a presentation to your 
bank’s staff or Board of Directors. Include information about National Teach Children to Save Day in 
your staff newsletter. 


 Amplify your audience! Consider adding your scheduled presentations, if public, to 
MyMazuma.com as a way to expand your marketing reach!  


 Share your program with your customers. Make a simple poster, display or flyer for your 
bank. Write a story and take photos for your customer newsletter. 


 Before your presentation, send a news release to your local newspaper, radio, and TV 
stations. Customize the sample included in this kit and send it out. An email or phone call, followed 
up with a mailed news release, is often most effective. Some other tips: Don’t email/mail the news 
release too early; it may get lost among the hundreds of releases that media outlets receive each 
day. One to two weeks before your presentation is sufficient. Make sure the person listed as a 
contact can be easily reached and is comfortable talking with the press. Finally, try to address the 
release to a specific editor or reporter. Call ahead and ask for the name of the appropriate person. 


 Bring along a staff member to take photos of your presentation. Use the photos in your staff 
and customer newsletters, on your bank’s website and in a bank lobby display. If your local 
newspaper editor didn’t print an article in response to your news release, he or she may run a 
photo. Be sure to write a caption that includes who, what, when, where, and why. Be sure to obtain 
permission to publish photos of children in advance. 


 Let us know what you did! After your presentation, please fill out the Presentation Summary 
Form or downloadable Excel spreadsheet found at www.wisbank.com/FinancialLitForms. This 
information helps the Foundation assess the effectiveness of the Reading Raises Interest program 
and helps determine the winners of the WBF Excellence in Financial Literacy Awards. Don’t forget 
to fill out the included Follow-Up Survey, which impacts the focus of next year’s kit. 


 


Have questions? Contact WBA’s Amber Seitz at 608-441-1237 or aseitz@wisbank.com.  



https://www.mymazuma.com/

http://www.wisbank.com/FinancialLitForms

mailto:aseitz@wisbank.com






Follow-up Survey 
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Thank you for using the Wisconsin Bankers Foundation (WBF) Reading Raises Interest Kit. Please take a 
moment to answer the questions below. Your responses will help us to gauge the usefulness of this 
program and to help determine the topic and age-group focus of future kits. 


Did you use the 2018 Reading Raises Interest Kit? Yes No 


If yes, how many times did you use the kit? 


Please indicate the grade level of your preference for next year’s kit: 


Please indicate the topic of your preference for next year’s kit: 


Please rate the usefulness of the following kit materials: 


Book  
(A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams) 


Lesson Plan 


How to Participate guide 


Handout for Parents/Guardians 


List of Recommended Books 


Sample Letter 


Sample News Release 


How else can we improve the kit for next year? 


Not at all         Somewhat          Very





		Group1: Off

		Number of uses: 

		GradeLevel: [HS]

		TopicPreference: [Other]

		Other_Topics: 

		Rating_Book: Off

		Rating_LessonPlan: Off

		Rating_HowTo: Off

		Rating_Handout: Off

		Rating_BookRecs: Off

		Rating_Letter: Off

		Rating_NewsRelease: Off

		Additional Comments: 
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A Chair for My Mother
By Vera B. Williams / ISBN: 0-688-04074-8


Lesson Author
Barbara Flowers, Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis


Standards and Benchmarks (see page 10)


Lesson Description
In the story, A Chair for My Mother, a little girl and her family save money in a jar to 
buy a chair after their furniture is destroyed in a fire. In this lesson, students will learn 
that characters in the book are human resources who save part of the income they 
earn. Students will identify other human resources and state how the mental and 
physical work of those human resources allows them to earn income. Finally, students 
name strategies to reach a savings goal. 


Grade Level
1-3


Concepts
Human resources


Income


Saving


Savings goal


Objectives
Students will be able to


• define human resources, income, saving, and savings goal;


• provide examples of human resources,


• determine a savings goal, and


• state strategies for reaching a savings goal.


READING 


RAISES 
INTEREST 


Lesson plan provided courtesy of 
2018 Wisconsin Bankers Foundation 
Reading Raises Interest kit. 
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Time Required
30-45 minutes


Materials
• A Chair for My Mother by Vera B. Williams (ISBN: 0-688-04074-8)


• Visual 1 


• Handout 1, one copy for each student


• Handout 2, one copy for each pair or group of three students (Handout 2 may 
be cut into strips before the lesson or cut into strips by students or, to avoid 
cutting, the sentences may be placed in order by numbering them on the lines 
provided.)


• Handout 3, one copy for each student 


• Scissors (optional)


Procedure
1. Explain that most people work. The work they do is both physical and mental. Physical


work requires people to move around a lot and use their muscles. They must think 
about what they’re doing so they don’t make any mistakes. Thinking is mental work. 
Carpenters and plumbers do physical and mental work. Ask students to name other 
workers who do physical and mental work. (Answers will vary but may include police 
officers, mechanics, bricklayers, or farmers.)


2. Explain that some workers do jobs that require sitting at a desk and thinking about 
the work. Some of these workers are bankers and writers. Ask students to name other
workers who mostly do mental work. (Answers will vary but may include computer 
programmers, lawyers, and doctors.)


3. Explain that people who do mental and/or physical work are called human resources.
Human resources work hard to make and do things for us.


4. Introduce A Chair for My Mother by saying that two characters in the story, the little 
girl and her mother, are human resources.


5. After reading the book, ask the following questions:


• What work does the little girl do at the restaurant? (She peels onions, fills 
ketchup bottles, and washes salt and pepper shakers.)


• In what way is the work the girl does physical? (She is peeling and washing.)
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• In what way is the work the girl does mental? (If she is using a knife to peel 
onions, she must concentrate so that she doesn’t cut herself; she must be careful
not to overfill the salt and pepper shakers and ketchup bottles.)


• What work does the mother do? (The mother is a waitress at the diner.)


• In what way is the work the mother does physical? (She must walk to tables to 
take orders, carry food to people, and remove dirty dishes from tables.)


• In what way is the work the mother does mental? (She must write the orders, 
answer customers’ questions, add the items on the bill, and make change.)


• What do the little girl and her mother receive for their work? (Money)


6. Explain that the money people earn for work is called income. People spend some of 
their income to buy things they want. People can keep some of their income to buy 
things in the future. This is called saving.


7. Ask the following questions:


• Why did the mother and the little girl save some of their income? (They wanted 
to buy a chair.)


• Why did they have to save? (They didn’t have enough money to buy the chair 
right now.)


8. Explain that the girl and her mother had a savings goal. A savings goal is a good or 
service that people want in the future. It can be hard to reach a savings goal because 
there are so many things people might want to buy with the money they have saved. 


9. Ask the students for examples of things for which they have saved. (Answers will vary 
but may include a toy, book, game, or bike.)


10. Display Visual 1: Savings Jar. Explain that one way people can concentrate on a savings 
goal is to remind themselves of the item they wish to purchase with the money they 
are saving. One way the girl and her mother could have reminded themselves of their 
goal would have beeen to place a picture of the goal in the jar with their savings. 


11. Distribute Handout 1: My Savings Jar and instruct students to draw their savings goal 
on the note inside the jar. Call on individual students to discuss their goals. Suggest 
that they cut out the note, take it home, and place it in a jar or on the bank in which 
they save their money so that they will remember their goal. Ask students to suggest 
other ways to help them reach their savings goals. (Answers will vary.) Comment on 
their saving strategies and suggest the following:


• Draw a picture of your savings goal on a sticky note and place it on your bathroom
mirror.


• Ask your mom or dad to remind you of your goal whenever you receive money.
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• Keep your bank in a place where you will see it every day.


• Never take money from your bank.


• Save one-half of your gift money or allowance.


• Save some money each week.


12. Ask students to state which strategy they will use to reach their savings goal. (Answers
will vary.)


Closure
13. Pair students or put them in groups of three. Distribute Handout 2: Anita’s Savings 


Goal. Students may place cut strips in the proper order, or they may number the order 
of the sentences on the handout. The correct order of sentences is as follows:


Anita wanted to buy a new pair of sport shoes.


The shoes Anita wanted cost $15.00.


Anita raked leaves and earned income of $5.00 each week.


After Anita’s first week of raking leaves, she put $3.00 in the jar.


After Anita’s second week of raking leaves, she put $4.00 in the jar.


After Anita’s third week of raking leaves, she put $3.00 in the jar. 


Anita put all of her income from the fourth week in the jar.


Anita met her goal and bought shoes. 


14. After students complete the activity, ask the following questions:


• Who is the human resource in the story? (Anita)


• What was Anita’s work? (She raked leaves.)


• What is income? (Income is money received for doing work.)


• How much money did Anita earn each week in income? ($5.00)


• What was Anita’s savings goal? ($15.00 for shoes)


• How much did Anita save toward her goal during the first week? ($3.00)


• How many weeks did it take Anita to meet her goal? (4 weeks)


• Do you think Anita was proud of her accomplishment? (Yes)


• What steps or strategies do you think Anita used to reach her goal? (Answers 
will vary but may include one of the strategies previously discussed.)







Assessment
15. Distribute a copy of Handout 3: Chris Meets His Goal to each student. Explain that 


students will develop their own saving story about Chris by choosing (i) the work Chris
will have to do so that he receives some income, (ii) an item Chris wants, (iii) and the 
price of that item, which will be Chris’s savings goal. The students will also decide how 
much money Chris will save each week to meet his goal. After students have completed
their work, discuss their answers as follows. (For younger students, it may be necessary 
to provide a realistic wage for the work they choose. It may also be necessary to check
the accuracy of the prices of the items chosen as their savings goals.)


• Who is the human resource in the story? (Chris)


• What work did you choose for Chris? (Answers will vary.)


• What is income? (Income is money received for doing work.)


• How much money did Chris earn each week in income? (Answers will vary, but 
should be reasonable compensation for the work chosen for Chris.)


• What was Chris’s savings goal? (Answers will vary, but students should indicate 
an amount that would help Chris reach his goal.)


• How much did Chris save toward his goal during the first week? (Answers will 
vary.) 


• How many weeks did it take Chris to meet his goal? (Answers will vary.)
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Visual 1: Savings Jar
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Handout 1: My Savings Jar
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Handout 2: Anita’s Savings Goal


These are sentences about a girl named Anita. She has a savings goal. Place the sen-
tences in order to help her meet her goal.


After Anita’s second week of raking leaves, she put $4.00 in the jar.


The shoes Anita wanted cost $15.00.


After Anita’s first week of raking leaves, she put $3.00 in the jar.


Anita raked leaves and earned wages of $5.00 each week.


Anita wanted to buy a new pair of sport shoes.


After Anita’s third week of raking leaves, she put $3.00 in the jar.


Anita met her goal and bought shoes.


Anita put all of her wages from the fourth week in the jar.
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Handout 3: Chris Meets His Goal 


Write your own story by filling in the blanks in the sentences below.


Chris works as a ____________________ and earns income of $_____________ each week.


Chris wants to buy _______________________________________________________.


The item Chris wants to buy costs $_____________.


After Chris’s first week of work, he saves $_____________ in a shoebox.


After Chris’s second week of work, he saves $_____________ in a shoebox.


After Chris’s third week of work, he saves $_____________ in a shoebox.


After Chris’s fourth week of work, he saves $_____________ in a shoebox.


Has Chris met his goal yet? If not, have him save some more until he does. 


After Chris’s fifth week of work, he saves $_____________ in a shoebox.


After Chris’s sixth week of work, he saves $_____________ in a shoebox. 


After Chris’s seventh week of work, he saves $_____________ in a shoebox. 


Chris met his goal and bought _____________________________________________. 


Answer the following questions:


Who is the human resource in the story? __________________________________________


What was Chris’s work?_________________________________________________________


What is income?_______________________________________________________________


How much money did Chris earn each week in income? _____________________________


What was Chris’s savings goal?___________________________________________________


How much did Chris save toward his goal during the first week? ______________________


How many weeks did it take Chris to meet his goal?_________________________________
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Standards and Benchmarks
National Content Standards in Economics 


Standard 13: Income for most people is determined by the market value of the productive
resources they sell. What workers earn primarily depends on the market value of what they
produce. 


• Benchmark 2, Grade 4: People can earn income by exchanging the use of their 
(physical or mental work) for wages or salaries. 


National Standards in Personal Finance


Income and Careers Overall Competency: Use a career plan to develop personal income
potential.


• Benchmark 1, Grade 4: People can acquire income in several ways, including 
wages, salaries, and money gifts.


Saving and Investing Overall Competency: Implement a diversified investment strategy
that is compatible with personal goals.


• Benchmark 1, Grade 4: People save for future financial goals.


Common Core State Standards, English Language Arts, Grades 1-3 


Reading: Literature 


• Key Ideas and Details


RL.1.1, RL.2.1, RL.3.1: Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding 
of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers.


RL.2.2, RL.3.2: Recount stories, including fables, folktales, and myths from 
diverse cultures; determine the central message, lesson, or moral and explain 
how it is conveyed through key details in the text.


RL.2.3, RL.3.3: Describe characters in a story (e.g., their traits, motivations, or 
feelings) and explain how their actions contribute to the sequence of events.


• Craft and Structure


RL.2.5: Describe the overall structure of a story, including describing how the 
beginning introduces the story and the ending concludes the action.


• Integration of Knowledge and Ideas


RL.1.7, RL.2.7: Use information gained from the illustrations and words in a print 
or digital text to demonstrate understanding of its characters, setting, or plot.







Writing 


• Text Types and Purposes


W.1.3, W.2.3: Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or 
short sequence of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and 
feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and provide a sense of closure.


Speaking and Listening


• Comprehension and Collaboration


SL.1.2, SL.2.2, SL.3.2: Determine the main ideas and supporting details of a text 
read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including 
visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
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