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What is Industrial Hemp

• Industrial hemp is a variant of 
the cannabis sativa plant

• It looks similar, but hemp is 
NOT marijuana

• Not psychoactive. By law hemp 
has less than 0.3% THC 

• Industrial hemp is federally legal 
and was removed from the 
controlled substance list with the 
passage of the 2018 Farm Bill. 

• Used for fiber, fuel, oil, and seed



History of Industrial Hemp

• Used for over 8,000 years all 
around the world for textiles, rope, 
paper, and building supplies.

• Founding Fathers and early 
presidents including Washington, 
Jefferson, Monroe, etc were hemp 
farmers. 

• Early colonists were required to 
plant hemp and could pay taxes 
with their crop. 

• The Declaration of Independence 
was drafted on hemp paper. 





History of Industrial Hemp

• A 1914 series $10 bill featured a hemp 
harvest scene and was printed on hemp 
paper

• Henry Ford created a car whose body 
was made from hemp plastic and could 
run on hemp ethanol. 

• During the early 20th century Dupont, 
Melon, Hearst, and other prominent US 
businessman started to oppose hemp 
due to their own competing paper, oil, 
and plastic businesses. 

• The Marihuana Tax Act passed in 1937 
as a direct result of racism and fear 
directed towards Mexicans, Native 
Americans, and African-Americans and 
essentially outlawed hemp.



Industrial Hemp in War Time

• During WWII the US Government 
asked farms to grow hemp for the 
war effort with the Hemp for 
Victory campaign. 

• After the war, the government shut 
down the hemp processing plants. 
The last Hemp for Victory hemp 
farm was harvested and processed 
in Wisconsin. 

• In 1970 cannabis was included in 
the Controlled Substance Act and 
both marijuana and hemp became 
illegal. 



Industrial Hemp Today

• The 2014 Farm Bill allowed 
hemp pilot programs. 

• The 2018 Farm Bill federally 
legalized hemp and hemp 
derived products and removed 
it from the Controlled 
Substance Schedule 1 Drug List. 



What is Industrial Hemp

• Sustainable and incredibly beneficial to 
the environment. 

• Weed, pest, heat, wind and mold 
resistant.

• Organic - does not use pesticides, 
fungicides or herbicides.

• Takes carbon dioxide out of the air, and 
returns nutrients to the soil. 

• Excellent rotation crop and grows 
prolifically. 

• Uses ¼ of the water needed for cotton 
and other crops

• Hemp products are biodegradable.

• Much larger yield and return on harvest. 



What can Industrial Hemp do?



What is Industrial Hemp

• 1938 Popular Mechanics 
Article listed over 24,000 uses 
of Industrial Hemp.

• With modern science and 
technology experts believe 
there are over 50,000 uses!

• Anything made from cotton, 
soy, plastic, or wood, can be 
made from hemp materials.



Value of Industrial Hemp



Industrial Hemp Fiber

• The stalk’s outer bast fiber can 
be made into  fabric, rope, and 
canvas.

• Hemp textiles are durable, long 
lasting,  and environmentally 
friendly. 

• The original Levi’s jeans were 
made from hemp and many 
companies including Patagonia 
and Levi’s are using hemp 
again. 



Hemp Fiber and Biomass

• The hemp stock and woody 
core, called the hurd is used for 
paper, pet products and bedding 
and construction materials. 

• 1 acre of hemp can produce 
more paper pulp than 4 acres of 
trees and is ready to be 
harvested in 90-100 days 
instead of 15-25 years. 

• Hemp biomass can be used for 
ethanol fuel. 



Hemp Construction and Materials 

• Hemp can be used for structural 
construction, insulation, and 
finishes.

• Hempcrete is made by mixing lime, 
water, and hemp fiber. 

• It is lightweight, incredibly strong, 
and durable building material. It 
lasts hundreds of years. 

• It is water, pest, and mold resistant. 

• Hempcrete is a natural insulator -
cooler in the summer and warmer 
in the winter. 

• Hempcrete is carbon negative and  
fireproof.



Hemp Construction and Materials 



Hemp Seed and Oil 

• Many food products are using 
hemp seeds. 

• Hemp seeds are extremely 
nutritious. They are extremely high 
in protein and omega 3s, and 
contain all 20 amino acids. 

• Hemp seeds produce oil that can be 
used for biofuel and plastic

• Hemp plastic is biodegradable and 
extremely durable. Interior car 
parts, water bottles, and anything 
else made from plastic can be made 
with hemp bioplastic. 



Hemp in the Auto Industry

Car manufacturers have created a new hemp car and are working on 

creating internal hemp plastic components. 



Hemp CBD

• CBD oil is one of the most well 
known hemp products. 

• Used for pain, inflammation, 
anxiety, sleep issues, etc. 

• Works with the human cannabinoid 
system.

• Can be manufactured in tinctures, 
creams, edibles, cosmetics, bath 
bombs, pet treats, etc. 

• FDA is currently working on food 
and drink CBD regulations. 

• Incredibly profitable. 



Economic Benefits of the Hemp 
Industry

• According to the 
Brightfield Group, the 
industrial hemp market 
was a $591 million 
industry in 2018 and is 
projected to explode to 
$1.65 billion by 2021. 

• Other experts predict that 
the global industrial hemp 
industry will reach $10.6 
billion by 2025. 



Economic Benefits of the Hemp 
Industry

• There are less than a million 
acres of hemp growing 
worldwide and that is expected 
to rise exponentially in the 
next 5-20 years. 

• One acre of hemp grown for 
CBD can generate tens of 
thousands of dollars while one 
acre of hemp grown for fiber 
can generate $3,500+. 



Economic Benefits of the Hemp 
Industry

• Because there are so many uses for industrial hemp the economic 
benefits and market are huge. 

• Companies will need banking services including loans, accounts, etc
in every part of the growing, harvesting, and manufacturing process. 



Thank you for your time.

Questions?


