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WBA ADVOCACY REPORT
Advocacy is a top priority for the Wisconsin Bankers Association on behalf of its membership. As a banker, your priority is
your customer. As your trade association, WBA’s priority is to ensure there are no legislative, regulatory, or judicial obstacles barring you from serving your customer to the best of your ability. With your grassroots involvement, here is what we
have accomplished together over the past two years.

Legislative — Federal
The Wisconsin Bankers Association continues to be a proven leader in legislative advocacy on behalf of all Wisconsin
banks. As the only trade association for banks with a presence in Wisconsin, our focus is primarily on issues here at
the state level. However, we do considerable work at the federal level as well given the significant impact decisions
in Washington, D.C. have on the well being of banks here. Key legislative leaders rely on the WBA advocacy team’s
expertise and consult them when determining how new legislation would affect the industry.
Victories
• IRS Reporting
• Successfully teamed up with our federal partners to defeat a proposal floated by the Biden Administration
requiring financial institutions to report customer transaction data to the Internal Revenue Service.
• Omarova Nomination
• Successfully joined our federal partners and other state banking associations in opposing the nomination of
Saule Omarova as Comptroller of the Currency.
• SBA Direct Lending
• Successfully lobbied our delegation in opposition to a Biden Administration proposal authorizing the
Small Business Administration to issue direct loans of less than $150,000 under the 7(a) program.
• WBA also organized in-district meetings and Washington, D.C. trips to meet with members of Wisconsin’s
Congressional delegation and regulators on industry issues.
Progress
• WBA-supported Enhancing Credit Opportunities in Rural America (ECORA) Act introduced by Congressman
Ron Kind (WI-03) and Congressman Randy Feenstra (IA-04). ECORA would exempt certain agricultural
and rural single-family home loan income from taxation at the federal level.
• WBA-supported Secure and Fair
Enforcement (SAFE) Banking Act
which passed three separate times
in the House of Representatives but
has yet to be passed by the Senate.
The bill would allow depository
institutions to legally bank legitimate
cannabis-related businesses.
» WBA President
and CEO Rose
Oswald Poels
and WBA member
bankers meet with
Congressman
Bryan Steil
(WI-01) in
Washington, D.C.
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Legislative — State
The 2021–22 legislative session was a very busy time for WBA government relations staff. We continue to be a
leader among business trade associations and consistently log heavy amounts of lobbying hours both inside and
outside the State Capitol in Madison. A huge thank you to WBA member bankers who supplement our advocacy
efforts through grassroots support and political fundraising participation.
Victories
• COVID premises liability protection — accomplished and
enacted. This was our number one legislative priority.

• Stopped legislation effectively forcing banks to do
business with any customer, regardless of the risks.

• Paycheck Protection Program (PPP) state-federal tax
treatment parity.
• Stopped credit union powers expansion.

• Positively influenced data privacy legislation and
achieved exemption for financial institutions and their
affiliates. (Did not pass this session)

• Stopped legislation prohibiting application of fees on tax
portion of credit card transactions. (Twice)

• Positively influenced legislation making changes to
the PACE program. (Enacted)

• Stopped tax increases and substantive tax changes,
including changes to broker-dealer apportionment factor.
(Gov. Evers’ proposed budget)

• Positively influenced legislation adopting the Revised
Uniform Unclaimed Property Act (RUUPA). (Enacted)

• Stopped legislation that would have held banks responsible for elder financial exploitation.

• Supported revisions to Wisconsin’s business entity
statutes. (Awaiting Governor’s signature)
Forward Progress
• Elder fraud prevention — SB 19, SB 20 —
Passed full Assembly, not voted on by Senate.
• Banking modernization — SB 596 — Passed full
Senate, passed Assembly committee.
• ECORA — Introduced as amendment to state
budget, did not pass.

Testifying at the State Capitol

» Above: WBA Board Chair Ken Thompson and
WBA President and CEO Rose Oswald Poels
testify in opposition to credit union legislation.
» At right (left to right), Theresa Wiese, First
Business Bank, WBA Director of Government
Relations John Cronin, and Gary Kuter, Capitol
Bank, testify in support of WBA’s Banking
Modernization bill.
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In addition to lobbying our state and federal elected officials, the WBA legal team regularly files comment letters with
U.S. government agencies and regulators. We often collaborate with member bankers on these letters that serve as
public input from Wisconsin’s banking industry on proposed regulatory updates and policy guidance. WBA has filed
19 comments since the outset of the 117th Congress in January of 2021, including these four key letters:
August 11, 2021
• FRB Debit Card Interchange Fees and Routing
FRB proposed to amend Regulation II to require that debit card issuers should enable, and merchants should be
able to choose from, at least two unaffiliated networks for card-not-present transactions. WBA requested that FRB
withdraw the proposal, expressing concern regarding the vague enablement provisions, the risks associated with
card-not-present transactions, increased costs, and FRB’s overall inadequate economic impact analysis as to the
harm that the proposal represents to both consumers and issuers.
Oct. 12, 2021
• FDIC Request for Information on
Supervisory Approach to Bank
Examinations During the Pandemic
FDIC requested information and comments
pertaining to examinations conducted
during the pandemic, including on-site and
off-site activities, use of technology, and
communication methods. WBA commented
in support of flexible examination options,
but provided some examples of difficulties
Wisconsin banks faced during examinations
conducted throughout the pandemic and
made recommendations.
» Above: Denmark State Bank President and CEO Scot Thompson
hosted Governor Tony Evers and members of his
cabinet for a Take Your Governor to Work Day.

Take Your Governor (or
Legislator) to Work Day
» Right (left to right):
WBA Vice President –
Government Relations
Lorenzo Cruz, Rep. Alex
Dallman (R-Markesan),
and Ergo Bank President and CEO Kyle Witt
at Ergo Bank for a
Take Your Legislator
to Work Day.
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October 29, 2021
• OCC Proposal to Rescind OCC’s Latest CRA Rule
In December of 2019, OCC and FDIC proposed revisions to their respective CRA regulations. On June 5, 2020,
OCC published a final rule alone, without FDIC, to adopt a new CRA framework. As a result, OCC, FDIC, and FRB
had each engaged in their own, separate CRA revision process. WBA commented throughout this process, strongly
encouraging the agencies to work together on CRA revisions. As such, WBA filed comments on October 29 in support of OCC’s proposal to rescind its CRA final rules, and in support of its efforts to work with the other agencies on
a unified CRA framework.
January 6, 2022
• CFPB ECOA Small Business Data Collection Proposal
Late 2021 CFPB issued its long-awaited proposal for implementing Section 1071 of the Dodd-Frank Act, which
requires collection of credit application
data for small businesses, including
women-owned and minority-owned
small businesses. WBA commented
that Wisconsin banks are already
wholly committed to the statutory
objectives of section 1071 and expressed concerns that if the proposal
is not finalized in a way designed to
minimize burden, then the rule will
only serve to harm those small businesses Congress intended to support.

2022 Capitol Day

» Above: Capitol Day attendees on the Capitol
steps before afternoon meetings with
state legislators.
» At left (left to right), WBA Board
Chair Ken Thompson, Assembly
Minority Leader Greta Neubauer,
Senate Minority Leader Janet
Bewley, WBA President/CEO
Rose Oswald Poels, Sen. Majority
Leader Devin LeMahieu, and
Assembly Speaker Robin Vos
at WBA’s 2022 Capitol Day.
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Judicial
Other groups may ignore or underestimate the importance of advocating judicially, but WBA understands and regularly
engages in this important third aspect of advocacy. WBA, via Boardman and Clark LLP, filed an amicus brief in March
of 2021 before the Wisconsin Supreme Court seeking reversal of a Court of Appeals decision on the following case:
Duncan v. Asset Recovery Specialists, Inc
At issue was the interpretation of statutory language used within the repossession rules of the Wisconsin Consumer
Act (WCA), specifically the usage of the word “dwelling” within Ch. 425.206(2)(b). Had the repossession agent,
Asset Recovery Specialists (working on behalf of a WBA member bank), violated the WCA by entering the shared
underground parking garage of an apartment building to repossess the plaintiff’s car?
In the 4-3 majority opinion, the Wisconsin Supreme
Court adopted a broader view of “dwelling” — one that
includes a garage attached to the residential building
in which the customer lives. As a result, the Wisconsin
Supreme Court affirmed the Court of Appeals’ decision
which found Asset Recovery Specialists in violation of
the WCA. The Circuit Court had originally ruled in favor of
Asset Recovery Specialists at the outset of this legal saga.
Though petitioners Asset Recovery Specialists and
WBA were unsuccessful in this case, we did gain
necessary clarity of the term “dwelling” that will
help members fine-tune nonjudicial repossession
procedures in this context.
» Left (seated): Reps. Todd Novak (R-Dodgeville), Travis Tranel
(R-Cuba City), and WBA government relations staff gave a
legislative update to the Mound City Bank Board of Directors.

Legislative Update | 2022 Capitol Day

» Right: Member
bankers discussing
WBA’s legislative
agenda with
Senate Majority
Leader Devin
LeMahieu (far left).
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Rose Oswald Poels

Daryll Lund

Lorenzo Cruz

President and Chief
Executive Officer

Executive Vice President
and Chief of Staff

Vice President –
Government Relations

608-441-1205
ropoels@wisbank.com

608-441-1203
dlund@wisbank.com

608-441-1206
lcruz@wisbank.com

John Cronin

Heather MacKinnon

Director –
Government Relations

Vice President
– Legal

Scott Birrenkott
Assistant Director –
Legal

608-441-1215
jcronin@wisbank.com

608-441-1263
hmackinnon@wisbank.com

608-441-1244
sbirrenkott@wisbank.com

The WBA Advocacy
Team is supported by:

2021–2022 WBA ADVOCACY REPORT | 7

2021–2022

WBA ADVOCACY REPORT
Advocacy is the most valuable work your association does on your behalf.
Here are just a few of the areas where we advocate for you and your bank.

Legislative:
Promote pro-banker legislation or defend against anti-business legislation before
Congress and the State Legislature.

Regulatory:
Work with state and federal agencies on rules affecting day-to-day activities.

Judicial:
Defend the industry in the court system to ensure fair outcomes.

is the registered political action committee of WBA. Wisbankpac
is the “set it and forget it” option for bankers who want to help the industry support pro-banking
candidates and committees of both parties. When pro-banking candidates receive a check from
Wisbankpac, it is from the PAC, and the individuals who contributed to Wisbankpac are NOT listed.
Wisbankpac provides a higher level of anonymity. THANK YOU to the bankers from 100 WBA
member institutions who contributed to Wisbankpac in 2021!

The Alliance of Bankers for Wisconsin (ABW) conduit is for bankers
who want to direct their personal dollars to the pro-banking candidates of their choosing. With
permission from the banker, WBA forwards dollars from banker’s money in the conduit to
pro-banking candidates. The ABW Conduit TRIPLES the impact of your individual dollar by
sharing the credit with you, your bank and the state’s banking industry as a whole. Think of the
ABW Conduit as your personal bank account for political giving. THANK YOU to all the bankers
who made nearly 1,000 individual contributions to their conduit accounts in 2021.

WBA
Issue
Advocacy
Fund

Dollars from the WBA issue advocacy fund are used to help define bank/business issues
with the public. Contributions to this fund count toward Silver Triangle, Gold Triangle,
and satisfy a criterion for the BIGG Award. Corporate contributions are permitted.

For more information on how to contribute to our three funds, please refer to the 2022 WBA
Advocacy Toolkit, or contact a member of the WBA Advocacy Team shown on p. 7 of this report.
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